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Montana Sheriffs & Peace Officers Association 
PO Box 794 • Helena, MT 59624 • (406) 443-5669 • www.mspoa.org 

 
 
 

Search and Rescue Subcommittee 
Quarterly Meeting 
Date:   Tuesday, January 7, 2025 
Time:   10:30 am – 12:30 pm 
In-person:  Fort Harrison, HAFRC, Room 113 
Remote: Via Microsoft Teams 
 
MINUTES 
 
Introductions Matt Boxmeyer (Chair); Brent Colbert (Vice Chair); Nanette Gilbertson (MSPOA); Jake 
Ganieany (DES) 
 
Attendees 
Matt Boxmeyer, Chair, Gallatin County SO SAR 
Nate Kamerman, Gallatin County SO 
Corey Hansen, Cascade County SAR 
Jon Kadner, Cascade County SO SAR 
Anthony Jenson, Lincoln County SAR 
Thomas Curtis, Lake County SAR 
Ty Williams, Stillwater County SO SAR 
Bill Pandis, Lewis and Clark County SO SAR 
Cece Weldon, Madison County SAR 
Gail Groom, Central MT SAR 
Sheriff Heino, Flathead County SO SAR 
Darin Wise, Flathead County SO SAR 
Duncan Hedges, Madison County SO SAR 
Frank Pelli, Carbon County SAR 
Gary Burke, Yellowstone County SAR 
Jason Jarrett, Gallatin County, MSPOA Mutual Aid 
Jon Lopp, Meagher County SAR 
Luke LaLiberty, Jefferson County – Elkhorn SAR 
Mike LaBaty, Park County SAR 
Mike Linder, Yellowstone County SO SAR 
Tim Jurgonski, Madison County SO SAR 
Capt. Levi Streeter 
Maj. Warner 
Sgt. Don McWilliams 
Jake Ganieany, DES 
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Krystal McQeen, DES 
Nanette Gilbertson, MSPOA 
Scott Secor, MSPOA 
 
Review and approve minutes from previous meeting (9-10-24) 
Motion to approve the Search and Rescue Subcommittee minutes from the September 10, 2024 meeting 
as distributed via email (Pandis). Second (Hansen).  Passed unanimous.  
 
40th Helicopter Squadron, Malmstrom AFB 
Emerson P. Woerner, Maj, USAF 

Ø Provided an update to the SAR subcommittee members about air resources available: 
o Captain Levi Streeter (pilot).  Don McWilliams (flight engineer).  
o They have about 3 hours of flight time and have contracts with most major airports 
o Fly with 2 pilots and typically flight engineers.  Fly and train with NVG 
o Capabilities: 

§ Infrared sensor 
§ MH139 is more capable, has full autopilot and can hold a hover (plan to be fully 

operational in the next calendar year) 
o Requesting support: 

§ Squadron is able to launch and get air born on own authority.  To assist, have to 
go through the air force support (review brochure).  Gather information, go 
through all legalities, get a mission number, and then turn it to the squadron to 
determine if they will launch.  

§ Usually a couple hours from call to launch. Have a standby crew pretty much 
24/7. 

§ Always start with AFRRC after exhausting local resources first.  
o Questions: 

§ Do you follow radio frequencies? Yes, have all radio frequencies and dial in the 
specified color.  

§ Are you using Caltopo to track teams and coordinate searches?  No.  Will look 
into it if that is what most teams are using.  We do have a function to track path 
and can share that information with SAR Teams.  

§ How do you coordinate in the air? Lat/long.  Tend to use lat/long because that is 
what teams seem to use.  

§ AFRCC has set questions as to why the resource is necessary and to ensure all 
other local resources have been checked.  It has helped to know the specific 
capability the 40th is capable of and requesting those specific capabilities, which 
are likely not available locally or elsewhere.  AFRCC is going to try to weed out 
extraneous requests.  Also call the duty desk as well as the AFRCC to make sure 
they are available and give them a heads up that you will start working through 
the AFRCC which helps cut some time out of the process.  

§ How do you fit into the command structure? A resource.  Understand there will 
be an on-scene commander and will do what the commander asks.   
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Old Business (Issues previously discussed which require follow-up) 

Ø Online Submission – DES is working on corrections to the survey123 online submission form to 
ensure emails are sent to executive committee 
 

New Business (Emerging issues which require attention from the SAR Subcommittee) 
Ø 2025 Legislature is requesting information about SAR teams in the state. Please provide Chair 

Boxmeyer and Nanette the following Information by JANUARY 10, 2025: 
o Number of volunteers within each SAR unit? 
o Annual number of volunteer hours per SAR unit? 
o Number of missions 
o Provide information that is available 
o It might be a good idea to start tracking volunteer hours per team each year 

 
SAR Financial Update 

Ø Funds Balance (see final page) 
Ø Additional authority in SFY25 due to carry forward balance of $36,183.00 
Ø HB2 SAR appropriation for the 2027 biennium 

DES will present on January 27, 28, 29, 2025 in front of the Section A Budget Subcommittee and 
will have a good idea what the subcommittee is willing to fund.  
Did request an additional $68K each year of the biennium, which will bring the total to about 
$200k per year.  
 

Training 
Ø 2025 Trainings -- Share upcoming training opportunities 

o Gallatin County will host lost person behavior for summer 2025 
o Stillwater will host Swiftwater and Jetboat Operator in April.  Open to all at no cost.  

Ø As trainings are scheduled let Chair Boxmeyer know.  He will send an email and put the training 
opportunities on the web page.  

 
Resource List 

Ø Updated Lists Provided via Email 
o Review and send updates to Chair Boxmeyer 

 
Reimbursement Requests 

Ø Federal Reimbursement Rates 
o Federal Mileage rate increased to $.70 on January 1, 2025  

§ https://www.gsa.gov/travel/plan-a-trip/transportation-airfare-rates-pov-rates-
etc/privately-owned-vehicle-pov-mileage-reimbursement?topnav=travel 

o Per diem rates for Montana for FFY25 
§ https://www.gsa.gov/travel/plan-book/per-diem-rates/per-diem-rates-

results?action=perdiems_report&fiscal_year=2025%20(Current%20fiscal%20year)
&city=&state=MT&zip= 

Ø SFY25 Training and Equipment Reimbursement Requests 
o By June 2, 2025 
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Ø Documentation 
o Include a roll-up and documentation for all costs to ensure SAR Chair does not have to 

manually add individual costs to verify reimbursement total 
o Vehicles are reimbursed at the federal mileage rate and require a mileage log (not fuel 

receipts) 
o Equipment is reimbursed for actual fuel costs and must include receipts 
o For training reimbursement requests, please include the total number of attendees in the 

narrative and the number of hours of the training 
Ø Mission Narrative 

o As a reminder, do not include sensitive criminal justice information details in the 
narrative or medical information 

Ø Reimbursement Submission Deadlines 
o Submit Mission Reimbursement Requests within 90 days of the mission, when possible, 

to assist with record keeping, balance tracking, etc.   
 

Ø Mission 
Mission requests appear in the order which they were received 
 

à Lincoln County - DTSAR 
Date: September 8, 2024 
Total = $45.56 
Reimbursement Purpose = Mileage 
Resources: David Thompson Search and Rescue, 8 DTSAR members, 2 DTSAR boats and trucks 
Narrative: On 9/8/24, at approximately 2251 hours, the Lincoln County Sheriff’s Office 
dispatch was contacted on 911 about a missing boater. Daren Clark had last been seen 
around 2000 hours riding a jet ski on the Koocanusa Reservoir. David Thompson Search and 
Rescue was called out and responded to the reservoir with boats. Clark was located about a 
mile from where he was last scene. He had crashed his jet ski near shore and received serious 
injuries. Clark was transported to a boat ramp and driven to the hospital by ambulance. 
Resolution: Daren Clark was located on shore and brought to ambulance. 
Motion to approve the Lincoln County DTSAR Mission Reimbursement for $45.56 with funding 
authorized by State DES (Hansen). Second (Pandis). Passed unanimous.  
 
  

à Lincoln County - DTSAR 
Date: September 11, 2024 
Total = $47.68 
Reimbursement Purpose = Mileage 
Resources: David Thompson Search and Rescue, 10 DTSAR members, 2 DTSAR trucks 
Narrative: On 9/11/24, at approximately 1355 hours, the Lincoln County Sheriff’s Office 
dispatch was contacted by some hikers who had located an intoxicated female at a trailhead 
who was saying she had lost her hiking partner. The hikers hiked the trail and did not see any 
other hikers were around. Deputies responded and confirmed her boyfriend had been with her 
and reportedly was last seen with a possible head injury. David Thompson Search and Rescue 
was called out. Search and Rescue was able to locate the boyfriend, Daniel Hubbard, near 
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where he was last scene. Hubbard was stuck on a cliff approximately 70 feet above the trail. 
Search and Rescue was able to safely conduct a rope rescue and lowered Hubbard to the trail. 
Resolution: Hiker located and rescued safely off a cliff. 
Motion to approve the Lincoln County DTSAR Mission Reimbursement for $47.68 with funding 
authorized by State DES (Pandis). Second (Hansen). Passed unanimous. 

 
à Lincoln County - DTSAR 

Date: September 13, 2024 
Total = $49.58 
Reimbursement Purpose = Mileage 
Resources: David Thompson Search and Rescue, 6 DTSAR members, 1 DTSAR truck, Bonner 
County SAR, 3 Bonner County SAR members 
Narrative: On 9/13/24, at approximately 2215 hours, the Lincoln County Sheriff’s Office 
dispatch was contacted on 911 to report a missing huckleberry picker. Tammy Starks was 
reported missing by her husband. Starks had left the previous morning to go pick 
huckleberries. After not returning by dark, her husband went and found her vehicle, but was 
unable to find her. Starks did have survival gear with her and was dressed for the weather. 
The search area was located in Bonner County, Idaho. Due to the difficult terrain, searchers 
were called out early the following morning. David Thompson Search and Rescue was called 
out to assist Bonner County Search and Rescue. Starks was located about ½ mile from her 
vehicle. Starks was unharmed and had just gotten lost the previous day. 
Resolution: Tammy Starks was located and brought back to truck safely. 
Motion to approve the Lincoln County DTSAR Mission Reimbursement for $49.58 with funding 
authorized by State DES (Pandis). Second (Hansen). Passed unanimous.  
 
 

à Lake County SAR 
Date: September 4, 2024 
Total = $234.21* (Need actual mileage for vehicles to calculate total) 
Reimbursement Purpose = Mileage/Fuel 
Resources: Lake county SAR, Lake County Sheriff’s Office, Flathead County SAR, MT highway 
Patrol, Tribal Police 
Narrative: This started as a welfare check on a 67 yo male missing from his house. We 
deployed trackers, ground teams, horse team, drone team, and Mechanized teams. Searched 
the area of his house and surrounding land. Evidence of foul play was found. his cellphone 
location was requested and was shown up in the mountains. We moved the search and 
continued to look up in the jocko. the Sheriff's office gave us some locations to look, his 
remains were found on 9/6/24. 
Resolution: He was murdered and his body was hidden in the woods. 
Motion to defer (Pandis). Second (Hansen). Passed unanimous.  
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à Lincoln County - DT SAR 

Date: November 20, 2024 
Total = $176.21 
Reimbursement Purpose = Mileage 
Resources: David Thompson Search and Rescue, 11 DTSAR members, 2 DTSAR trucks, Lincoln 
County SO ATV 
Narrative: On 11/20/24, LCSO dispatch received a report of an 83 year old lost hunter during 
a snowstorm. The hunter was a member of a local volunteer fire department and was 
eventually able to make contact with a hand held radio. The hunter had a GPS unit, but did 
not know how to operate it. He was eventually able to give a GPS location. DTSAR members 
were able to use those coordinates to locate the lost hunter and assist him out of the forest. 
Resolution: Lost hunter was located safely and assisted back home. 
Motion to approve the Lincoln County DTSAR Mission Reimbursement for $176.21 with 
funding authorized by State DES (Hansen). Second (Pandis). Passed unanimous.  

 
à Gallatin County Sheriff’s Office SAR 

Date: June 16, 2024* (invoice not received and paid until SFY25) 
Total = $5,632.00 
Reimbursement Purpose = Helicopter 
Resources: Valley, Heli, Comms 30 Personnel 
Narrative: Gallatin County Sheriff’s Office Deputies and GCSSAR Volunteers responded, and it 
was determined that a helicopter “short haul” extraction of the skiers to an ambulance 
waiting at the nearby Battle Ridge trailhead would be the safest course of action. Intermittent 
cell phone reception caused some initial communication issues, but an uninvolved individual 
further up hill was able to yell down and relay information to emergency responders. GCSSAR 
volunteers from the helicopter short-haul team were inserted near the injured skiers and 
were able to access the subjects. GCSSAR volunteers conducted medical evaluations and 
provided first aid for the injuries before preparing the pair for extraction. In two trips, the 
helicopter from Central Copters, Inc. was able to transfer the injured skiers. 
Resolution: One injured skier was transported by AMR ambulance to Bozeman Health 
Deaconess Regional Medical Center for follow-on medical care, while the second was given a 
courtesy ride by Gallatin County Sheriff’s Office deputies to the same hospital. 
Janea Grotbo: If there is prior year appropriation, it can be spent for this reimbursement.  
$3,013.80. 
Amended Motion to approve the Gallatin County SO SAR Mission Reimbursement for 
$3,013.80 with funding authorized by State DES from previous years appropriation (Hansen). 
Second (Pandis). Passed unanimous.  
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à Gallatin County Sheriff’s Office SAR 
Date: July 14, 2024 
Total = $7,040.00 
Reimbursement Purpose = Helicopter 
Resources: Big Sky, Heli, 12 Personnel 
Narrative: On July 14, 2024, at 9:56 a.m., Gallatin County 911 Dispatch received a report of a 
hiker who sustained a lower leg injury while hiking out from Diamond Lake. The hiker advised 
they were in rugged terrain and could not self-rescue. The hiker was prepared with a GPS with 
emergency communication capability and had means to contact emergency responders 
despite a lack of cellular service. Gallatin County Sheriff Search and Rescue volunteers, a 
Billings Clinic Medical Flight crew, and a Central Copters aircraft worked to access the hiker’s 
location. Billings Clinic Medical Flight attempted to insert volunteers, but due to the terrain 
and location, they could not find a safe location to land, however the crew was able to verify 
the hiker’s location from the air. 
Resolution: Two ground crew teams were sent in to assist the hiker while plans were being 
made to attempt to conduct a short-haul to extract the hiker by helicopter. Central Copters 
and the Search and Rescue short-haul team were able to access the hiker and fly them to a 
staging area where EMTs with an American Medical Response ambulance took over patient 
care. 
Motion to approve the Gallatin County SO SAR Mission Reimbursement for $7,040.00 with 
funding authorized by State DES (Pandis). Second (Hansen). Passed unanimous.  
 

 
à Gallatin County Sheriff’s Office SAR 

Date: September 6, 2024 
Total = $8,448.00 
Reimbursement Purpose = Helicopter 
Resources: Big Sky, Heli, 12 Personnel 
Narrative: On September 6th, 2024, at 12:37pm Gallatin County 911 dispatch received a call 
for assistance through Madison County via a GPS text messaging service. A group enroute via 
horseback to set up a hunting camp in the Taylor Fork area near Big Sky had noticed one of 
their party was missing. Upon doubling back they discovered that the missing individual had 
fallen from their horse and was lying face down in a creek. The patient began to breathe on 
their own once rolled over but had sustained numerous serious injuries. 
Resolution: GCSSAR Big Sky team responded along with GCSSAR Heli team and was able to 
quickly locate and access the patient. After providing first aid and securing the patient for safe 
transport the subject was "short-hauled" directly to Big Sky Medical Center for emergency 
medical care. 
Motion to approve the Gallatin County SO SAR Mission Reimbursement for $8,448.00 with 
funding authorized by State DES (Hansen). Second (Kadner). Passed unanimous.  
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à Gallatin County Sheriff’s Office SAR 

Date: September 24, 2024 
Total = $597.50 
Reimbursement Purpose = Helicopter 
Resources: Valley, Heli, Comms, 9 Personnel 
Narrative: SOS activation, with no device response, teams went into the field, it was 
confirmed that it was a false activation. ALL SAR UNITS CLEAR. 
Resolution: SOS activation confirmed as unintentional, response terminated. 
Motion to approve the Gallatin County SO SAR Mission Reimbursement for $597.50 with 
funding authorized by State DES (Pandis). Second (Hansen). Passed unanimous.  

 
à Gallatin County Sheriff’s Office SAR 

Date: October 7, 2024 
Total = $4,576.00 
Reimbursement Purpose = Helicopter 
Resources: Valley, Dogs, Alpine, 14 Personnel 
Narrative: SAR Dogs deployed by SAR Captain to do a hasty search in the area around the 
Emerald Lake Trailhead where the vehicle of a missing adult female had been located by USFS 
LEO. Female was known to be suicidal, and had been reported missing by her therapist who 
requested a welfare check. Subject had last been seen September 24th. Gallatin County SAR 
also deployed a helicopter while SAR Dog teams were starting to move into their areas. 
Subject was located by the helicopter approximately 1 mile up the trail and off towards the 
creek. SAR Dog teams deployed to the area and confirmed the subject was deceased at this 
location. Coroner was on scene, and conducted scene investigation with USFS LEO. Due to the 
location and circumstances of the incident, Gallatin County alpine SAR teams were requested 
to assist with the body recovery. Subject was recovered and brought to the trailhead via 
ground transport on the one wheel litter, and transported to the County Morgue. 
Resolution: Subject was located via helicopter and recovered and brought to the trailhead via 
ground transport on the one wheel litter, and transported to the County Morgue. 
Motion to approve the Gallatin County SO SAR Mission Reimbursement for $4,576.00 with 
funding authorized by State DES (Pandis). Second (Hansen). Passed unanimous.  

 
à Park County Sheriff’s Office SAR 

Date: August 27, 2024 
Total = $4,576.00 
Reimbursement Purpose = Helicopter 
Resources: Helicopter and Crew provided by Central Copters our of Belgrade MT.  Rescue Crew 
attached to the helicopter provided via mutual aid consisting of Gallatin County Sheriff's 
Office Search and Rescue Members. Ground crew of 5 Park County Sheriff Search and Rescue 
persons staged and prepared to provide support. 
Narrative: On Wednesday August 27th, Livingston Dispatch received a call that requested 
help for a sick backcountry hiker who was having a diabetic emergency and could not move. 
The hike had been sick for several days and was not able to walk out. The hiker and a 
companion were camping at McKnight Lake. The lake is located in the Absaroka/Beartooth 
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Wilderness and is not located on an established trail. The Park County Search and Rescue 
Team along with Park County Deputies were able to co-ordinate a rescue of the two persons. 
The persons were rescued by team members from the Gallatin County Sheriff's Search and 
Rescue and a contract helicopter from Central Copters. The victims were shuttled to a landing 
zone near the Pine Creek Lodge and transferred to a Livingston Fire Rescue Ambulance and 
taken to the local hospital. 
Resolution: Two hikers were located in the McKnight Lake area and transported via helicopter 
to a waiting ground ambulance. They were transported to the hospital. 
Motion to approve the Park County SO SAR Mission Reimbursement for $4,576.00 with 
funding authorized by State DES (Hansen). Second (Kadner). Passed unanimous.  

 
à Park County Sheriff’s Office SAR 

Date: September 4, 2024 
Total = $7,040.00 
Reimbursement Purpose = Helicopter 
Resources: Contract Helicopter and a crew of two provided by Central Copters Belgrade 
Montana. Cooke City Fire Rescue one person. 
Narrative: On 09-04-24 at 0820, Livingston Dispatch took a call from a concerned family 
member that a party of three were overdue from a summit attempt of Granite Peak. The party 
consisted of an elderly male, his wife, and eleven year old daughter. The three had left the 
Lady of the Lakes Trail Head on Friday morning and had planned to return to their vehicle on 
Monday. The family member relayed that the family always sent word when they exited the 
back country. The family was three days overdue and had been in the backcountry a total of 6 
days. With the assistance of Livingston Dispatch, Park County Search and Rescue to include 
team members from Cooke City, Cooke City Fire, US Forest Service Law Enforcement, the US 
Forest Service Gardiner Ranger District, and Central Copters of Belgrade the three were 
located at Rough Lake. The family has summited Granite Peak on Sunday but had been unable 
to move any further than Rough Lake. They were transported via helicopter to the trailhead. 
Resolution: Missing family was located in a basin below Granite Peak and flown to the 
trailhead at Lady of the Lakes parking lot. They were exhausted but no further signs of needed 
medical attention. 
Motion to approve the Park County SO SAR Mission Reimbursement for $7,040.00 with 
funding authorized by State DES (Pandis). Second (Hansen). Passed unanimous.  

 
à Park County Sheriff’s Office SAR 

Date: September 6, 2024 
Total = $6,336.00 
Reimbursement Purpose = Helicopter 
Resources: 2 members of the Gallatin County Sheriff's Office Search and Rescue Team pair 
with a contract helicopter provided by Central Copters in Belgrade MT. 
Narrative: On 09/06/24, Livingston Dispatch received a call from Garmin International. A 
subscriber had activated an SOS signal from Top Sky Creek at the base of Granite Peak. The 
subscriber reports that a member of their climbing party had injured their ankle. The victim 
was unable to hike out. Gallatin County Search and Rescue was requested by Park County 
Search and Rescue to conduct the rescue. The victim was extracted by Central Copters and 
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GCSAR. The victim was flown to a waiting ground ambulance and transported to the hospital. 
Resolution: Mountain Climber with broken/injured ankle was flown via helicopter to a waiting 
ground ambulance. The climber was then transported to the hospital. 
Motion to approve the Park County SO SAR Mission Reimbursement for $6,336.00 with 
funding authorized by State DES (Pandis). Second (Hansen). Passed unanimous.  

 
à Park County Sheriff’s Office SAR 

Date: September 29, 2024 
Total = $5,632.00 
Reimbursement Purpose = Helicopter 
Resources: 3 Park County Deputies Incident Command. US Air Force SAR helicopter.  Central 
Copters and crew. Gallatin County Sheriff's Office Search and Rescue personnel.  
Narrative: On 09/29/24 at 16:46 pm, Livingston Dispatch was notified of two stranded 
climbers on Mt Cowan. Mt Cowan is located in the Absaroka-Beartooth Wilderness. The hikers 
were stuck on a steep section of the climb and did not have enough climbing equipment to 
safely climb up or down. Helicopter resources were requested but due to the topography and 
darkness it was determined it would be unsafe to attempt a rescue mission at that time. On 
the morning of 09/30/24, the United States Air Force Search and Rescue helicopter from 
Malmstrom Air Force Base attempted to extract the two climbers from the mountain. They 
were unable to safely get close enough to the climbers. The Gallatin County Sheriff's Office 
Search and Rescue's Heli Team along with Central Copters were requested to conduct the 
rescue. They were able to successfully reach the climbers and rescue them. They were flown to 
waiting ground transportation at Mill Creek. 
Resolution: Climbers rescued from cliff face and transported via helicopter to waiting ground 
transportation. Medical assistance was not requested by the climbers and they were taken 
back to the trailhead. 
Motion to approve the Park County SO SAR Mission Reimbursement for $5,632.00 with 
funding authorized by State DES (Kadner). Second (Pandis). Passed unanimous.  
 

à Gallatin County Sheriff’s Office SAR 
Date: August 14, 2024 
Total = $10,560.00 
Reimbursement Purpose = Helicopter 
Resources: Comms Team, Heli Team, Ground Team 15. 
Narrative: Carbon County requested Gallatin County Heli Team for assistance with a patient 
experiencing cardiac issues on the Beaten Path. The patient’s location was going to make a 
ground transport very time extensive and dangerous. The Heli Team located the patient and 
transferred them to a higher level of care. 
Resolution: Patient evacuated to higher level of care. 
Motion to approve the Gallatin County SO SAR Mission Reimbursement for $10,560.00 with 
funding authorized by State DES (Hansen). Second (Kadner). Passed unanimous.  
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Open Comment/Public Comment 
Luke LaLiberty: Still seems like a lot of the budget is going toward private helicopters.  Curious if there are 
other options available to reduce or limit these requests.  These requests pretty much eat up what is 
available for training and equipment.  Are there other options to limit the use? 
Matt Boxmeyer: We always reach out to other less expensive options and often times do not have luck.  
Two Bear is not always available and they cannot be the sole resource for the entire state.  The guard is 
often unavailable.  Gallatin County is in a tough spot because of the time and remote nature of the 
missions.  If Guard can start flying before final AFCCR approval, that would reduce time when there is a 
medical or urgent issue.  There are a lot of factors in each decision.  Sheriff Linder’s helicopter option 
might be available for the eastern part of the state.  But again, each mission is fact specific and each 
decision/deployment of resources is based on those facts.  
Mike LaBeaty:  Agree that Two Bear is not always available which is not fault to them.  Most often 
medical helicopters can fly and look, but they can’t land or extract so often it still defaults to a private 
helicopter service.  Try to use free services, but often due to circumstance and time, private helicopters 
are the only/best option.  
Brian Heino: If there is a critical incident that is far away and/or Flathead is experiencing an inversion, 
Two Bear will ask you to use closer resources.  Two bear is always down for the first two weeks in October 
and it was longer this year due to some equipment needs.  All decisions are based on a risk analysis for 
the people and equipment.  For critical medical issues, waiting for Two Bear is not acceptable and will 
increase risk.  Start conversations with helicopter pilots to see if perhaps there is a way to reduce costs.  
 
Next Meetings  

Ø Tuesday, April 8, 2025 
Ø Tuesday, June 10, 2025 
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State Fiscal Year 2025 Training and Equipment Reimbursement Requests 
 
Requests can be submitted throughout the year, but will be evaluated and voted on at the last 
meeting of the state fiscal year.  
 
1st Quarter Reimbursement Requests 
 

Ø Training 
None 

 
Ø Equipment 

None 
 
2nd Quarter Reimbursement Requests 

 
Ø Training 

à Park County SAR 
August 28, 2024 
Total = $2,550.00 
Training Type: Advanced Swift Water and Flood Rescue 
Description: This swift water rescue course is designed for the river professional who looking 
to boost his/her skills. While primary focus of Technician provide students with basic skills self-
and fundamentals rescue, Advanced will give practical tools quickly size up a scene conduct 
contact better understanding own limits. The compliant N.F.P.A. standards 1006 1670. 
developed in be reviewed expanded upon. Students expected swim this course. This swift 
water rescue course is designed for the river professional who looking to boost his/her skills. 
While primary focus of Technician provide students with basic skills self-and fundamentals 
rescue, Advanced will give practical tools quickly size up a scene conduct contact better 
understanding own limits. The compliant N.F.P.A. standards 1006 1670. developed in be 
reviewed expanded upon. Students expected swim this course. 
Training Provided By: Whitewater Rescue Institute, Inc. 
  

Total Training Reimbursement Request for Q2:      $2,550.00 
 

Ø Equipment 
à Lake County SAR 

Equipment: NRS Chinook OS PFD 
Date Purchased: December 4, 2024 
Total Cost: $720.00 
Local Match: $252.00 
Requested Amount: $468.00 

 
Total Equipment Reimbursement Request for SFY25:     $468.00 
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Financial Report as of 1/2/2025 

Per DES 

Cash Balance: $317,478.60 

Appropriation Balance: $166,930.98 

 

 

 

 

 

 


